
Dear Sol, 


7/1 9/91 


I've just finished reading Alger Hiss* "Recollections of a Life" and before going 
out, for the papere this earlly morning I wfite because you may know one of the lawyers 
who handled his appeals, Victor Rabinowitz, and because it is possible that in the future, 
although nothing can be done to change the verdict of the courts, perhaps history can be 

corrected. (Lil worked with hiss on the committee and believes him entirely incapa- 
ble of guilt.) 


For a man of about 90 Hiss? recollections are to me remarkably clear and accurate. 

He makes two references to a man he considered his friend, the second as a man of 
principle who was opposed to some of what J. Bdgar Hoover was doing, the first quoting 
him as having knowledge of FDR's death even before it was known in State, for which he 
worked. That man is the late J ohn Peurifoy and of the people I've known few had less 
kdliof in or regard for traditional American principles . 

Peurifoy was involved in, if not a leader in, the pogrom in which I was fired. He 
and the rest of that native nazie in State Security had so litt&e on any of us State 
withdrew the McCarran Rider firings with an apology and we were all permitted to resign. 

1 hg ve 811 V* 1 record ^ which Peutifoy phoned Hoover in exaltation saying that he 
had agg gotten me fired. In “cover's absence one of his top assistantes, E.A. Tamm, 
wrote the memo for Hoover. (This did not prevent Tamm's sitting in judgement on some of 
my FQIA cases and holding against me when the law clearly was for me.) 

The second reference to Peurifo* a3 a civil libertarian in on 205. 

Whatever Hiss may have believed of Peurifoy his record is of the most virulent disagree- 
ment with what Hiss believed in and stood for, particularly peace. Later, as ambassador 

O VwrQifr 

to Guatemala, to which Hiss ntekkee no reference, Peurifoy was directly involved in the over- 
throw of the democjiratically elected Guatemalan government. In a sense presided locally 
over it. 


If as I presume peurifoy was secretly Hiss' enemy all along he could easily have ob- 
tained the records involved and attributed to Hiss. I am not now familiar enough with the 
allegations to be certain but I believe that aside from Julian Wddleigh there were other 
possibke sources for them. For example, committees of the Congress. 

What Hiss reflects no perception of is that he was involved in one of the earliest 
U.S. official initiations of what got to be known as the cold war. He refers to the viola- 
tion of the Yalta agreement with Argentina's admission into the UN at San Francisco. What 
he omits I was part of , instructions to ^elson Rockefeller to oppose this at the meeting 
of the American states at Chapultepec, Mexico, prior to the organizational UN meeting. 

We prepared the dpcumentaiy proof Rockefeller was to have used. I was in c^hrge of the 

economic section. Rockefeller made policy by not using it. It was done over, too late, and 

appears as the Ulf Blue Book on Argentina. The timing antagonized the Latin American states, 
a prediction IJanade in asking to be relieved of my assigned to head the milifery section 
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and my predictions were) immediately proven to be accurate, (i did not know of the ¥alta 
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agreement provision at either time, not until just reading it in Hiss' book.) 

The real John Peurifoy was in effect pro-fascist, in his work and beliefs refgllcted 
in it inside State and in his career in Guatemala. So I think it not unlikely that he wqs 
all along against Hiss from before they first met. 

He was^ friendly with me whenever he saw me, all the whUe trying to get me fired. 

As I remember after all these years, nine of the ten of us were Jews and the tenth 
was married to a Jew. This is I think a true reflection of the real Peurifoy. 

How much did he believe in the principles he pretended having to Hiss? 

I was fired without any charges, without any hearing, because there were no charges 
that could be made, but like Hiss I believed as he did about US policy and the needs of 
the world after the defeat of foreign fascism. 

Hiss’ age I make no effort to communicate this to him and do not know that 
Habinowitz will want to. X do not want to further trouble this much-abused man who ««««" 
to be at peace. Even though this might trigger some recall that could be useful in offi- 
cially clearing his name. 

Perhaps in time this information can be used to obtain copies of withheld records. 

In other ways Peurifoy was a real stinker. I got gypped out of my back pay, for 
example. 

He was in Security with Otto Otepka. x his might be a clue to Habinowitz. 

’ ^st. 






